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EDITORIALS 

Lead poisoning 
at Verdese Garter Park 
F INALLY, someone is planning to 

do something about the dan­
gerous lead contamination at East 
Oakland's Verdese Carter Park. 

Several federal and county 
agencies have released a plan to test area 
residents for lead poisoning and their homes 
tor contamination. Residents with unsafe 
levels of lead in 

following the advice of consultants who rec­
ommended removing sand in the sand lot 
and excavating, the city removed the equip­
ment and fenced off the sand lot. Inexplic­
ably , the city left two openings hi the fence. 

their blood will re­
ceive county grants 
to clean up then-
houses and yards. 

The plan is an 
important first step 
toward resolving 
this urban night-

Finally, someone is 
planning to do something 
15 years late. 

It was only a matter of time before 
children started playing in the sand lot 
agam. In 1993, when residents noticed a yel­

lowish-white sub­
stance oozim 

mafe-But the city of Oakland's lackadnimom- r, , the African-Amer-
neglect of this pressing problem is stm Development Association and the Con 
cause for alarm 5,1111 cerned Citwonc nf 

through the cracks 
on the basketball 
court, they ap­
pealed to the city 
again. They didn't 
get any help until 
the African-Amer-
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The troubles with the park, constructed 
on a former batteiy factory site, began even 
before it opened in 1978. In fact, it was 
closed before it was officially opened be­
cause of concentrations of lead at 96 times 
the level considered safe. Lead poisonkm 
can cause learning disabilities and other se­
rious health problems. 

The city removed 12 inches of soil, re­
placed it with topsoil and opened the park. 

Twelve years later, after neighbors com­
plained about the erosion of playground 
safe^e^d^'--^6 S-°-il ^ t6Sted again ancl un" 
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cerned Citizens of Elmhurst organized a 
protest and contacted federal agencies. 

When the Environmental Protection 
Agency tested the soil in the surrounding 
neighborhood, initial tests detected ex- ° 
tremely high levels of lead. One yard reois-
tered levels 50 times higher than those ° 
considered safe. Nine children at Cox ele­
mentary school across the street from the 
park also had blood levels well above the 
safe level. 
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For its part, the city has closed the park. 
It is scheduled to be reopened in November 
after an extensive cleanup. Tr 
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